Responsibility and education.
Ethical assumptions of psychiatry training and practice in a postmodern society, and of values and their linked beliefs have become important to search for and to acquire if a psychiatrist is to work in an informed, safe and helpful manner. These educational themes have particularly impacted on mental health services in the past 12 months and are reflected in the publications, including several editorials, reviewed. It is unsurprising that this literature is not evidence based in a restricted sense; but instead the area reviewed is within the field of opinion, purpose of regulatory bodies, and the influence of the public through user groups and the ballot box.